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SOCIAL IMPACT AT WHARTON
DRIVING CHANGE IN A COMMUNITY OF LEADERS

Joseph Wharton created business education 
in 1881, with a pioneering vision of 
developing individuals to become “pillars 
of the state, whether in private or in public 
life.”  This commitment continues to define 
the school today.

Social impact thrives at Wharton, both in our 
curriculum and in a wide range of activities 
that involve students, administration, 
alumni, industry, and philanthropic 
organizations.

"People want to make a positive impact on the 
world around them. They might not all be going 
into nonprofits, but there's a lot of socially-
mindful work at this school. Wharton has 
helped me to see the possibilities of how I can be 
a social entrpreneur and make a difference."

		           Jordan Bookey WG'07

	 Business Ethics and Corporate Responsibility
	 Community Reinvestment:  Competitive Strategy for Developing Depressed 

Areas
	 Entrepreneurship and Social Wealth Creation
	 Environmental Management Law and Policy
	 Environmental Sustainability and Value Creation
	 International Business Ethics
	 Microfinance
	 Private Equity in Emerging Markets
	 Urban Fiscal Policy	

Curriculum
THE BREADTH AND DEPTH OF THE WHARTON MBA CURRICULUM offer 
students interested in social impact an unparalleled opportunity to develop skills 
and talents that last a lifetime.  

Our cross-functional first year core curriculum prepares students for diverse careers 
in business, government, nonprofits, and international agencies.  The second year 
allows them to specialize in one or more of 19 majors, including Business and Public 
Policy.  

THE WHARTON MBA

Some of the more popular electives for students interested in social impact include:  



Clubs, Conferences and 
Community Service
Wharton Social Impact 
Wharton’s chapter of Net Impact National that promotes social impact careers and 
raises awareness of critical social issues. The club hosts the annual Wharton Social 
Impact Conference.

Wharton Community Consultants
Provides consulting and advisory services to nonprofit and community organizations 
in the Philadelphia area.

Wharton International Volunteer Program 
Utilizes students’ business skills to benefit those in need throughout the world by 
sending teams of Wharton MBA students overseas to work for two to four weeks on 
development projects in emerging economies.

Nonprofit Board Leadership Program
Selects and trains second year MBA students to serve on the boards of nonprofit 
organizations in the Philadelphia area. 

Wharton Social Impact Conference
Brings together leaders from the nonprofit, public, and private sectors to engage in 
dialogue about the crucial issues facing society today. 

Carol and Lawrence Zicklin Center for Business Ethics Research
Sponsors and disseminates leading-edge research on critical topics in business 
ethics. 

Summer Public Interest Fund 
Supplements the salaries of first year MBA students pursuing summer internships in 
areas that serve the public good.

John M. Bendheim Loan Forgiveness Fund for Public Service
Provides financial support to Wharton MBA graduates who pursue careers in the 
public or nonprofit sectors. 

Levy Fellowship Fund
Supports students interested in careers in the nonprofit sector. 

Levy Social Impact Fund
Funds initiatives in social impact management and business ethics.

SOCIAL IMPACT AT WHARTON

For more information about Social Impact at Wharton, please visit: 
http://www.wharton.upenn.edu/mba



THE FIRST
BUSINESS
SCHOOL, 1881...
AND STILL
LEADING THE
WAY.

The University of Pennsylvania values diversity 
and seeks talented students, faculty and staff 
from diverse backgrounds. The University 
of Pennsylvania does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, religion, color, national or 
ethnic origin, age, disability, or status as a 
Vietnam Era Veteran or disabled veteran in the 
administration of educational policies, programs 
or activities; admissions policies; scholarship 
and loan awards; athletic, or other University 
administered programs or employment. 
Questions or complaints regarding this policy 
should be directed to: Executive Director, Office 
of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity 
Programs, Sansom Place East, 3600 Chestnut 
Street, Suite 228, Philadelphia, PA 19104-6106 
or by phone at (215) 898-6993 (Voice) or (215) 
898-7803 (TDD).

The University of Pennsylvania must reserve the 
right to make changes affecting policies, fees, 
curricula, or any other matters announced in 
this website or publications.

Federal Law, the Disclosure of Campus Security 
Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act, requires 
all institutions of higher education to provide 
information on their security policies and 
procedures and specific statistics for criminal 
incidents and arrests on campus to students 
and employees, and to make the information 
and statistics available to prospective students 
and employees upon request. The Pennsylvania 
College and University Security Information Act 
requires Penn to provide information about its 
security policies and procedures to students, 
employees and applicants; to provide crime 
statistics to students and employees, and to 
make those statistics available to applicants 
and prospective employees upon request. This 
information about Penn is available by calling the 
Division of Public Safety at 215.898.7297. 

Additional Wharton Programs:

MBA/MA-Lauder Program
web: http://lauder.wharton.upenn.edu/
email: lauderinfo@wharton.upenn.edu

MBA Program for Executives
web: http://www.wharton.upenn.edu/mbaexecutive/
email: mbaexec-admissions@wharton.upenn.edu

Executive Education Program
web: http://executiveeducation.wharton.upenn.edu/
email: execed@wharton.upenn.edu

Ph.D. Programs
web: http://www.wharton.upenn.edu/doctoral/
email: doctoral-admissions@wharton.upenn.edu

Office of MBA Admissions
and Financial Aid

The Wharton School
University of Pennsylvania
420 Jon M. Huntsman Hall
3730 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104.6340
web: http://www.wharton.upenn.edu/mba
phone: 215.898.6183
email: mba.admissions@wharton.upenn.edu


